ually plicit and exemplary showing ofits true colors - as far as beauty and commerce
go - but that changed in 2021. Often aesthetics is left teetering in a no name zone and left up to its own invention.

Today. professionals chime in to decidc its fate. Art and acsthetics are important to understand, be entertained by, or
inv e(lL butitis also easily a non-consideration. i

Aesthetics doesn’t usuall\ag)et such an explici

I’s curious, but not an outright surprise, that the arts historically keep searching for new markets or a lingua franca to
represent how we see ourselves. but how are these shifts in content perpetuated? Is it ri gor or laziness or complicity

'Which brings me to the unlikely emergence of two very oppositional impulses: Ethnographic Portraiture and
Digital Assets (NFT).

> portraits | am referencing are identity-bonded. Brilliant, academic portraits of historically under-represented
s. Rich and powerful in every consideration.

On the other hand, we have a form of aesthetic production that has existed underground for many years. Italso didn’t

fit comfortably into the prevailing traditions of an art market based type of art objects. What I am'referring to is digital
most notable made visib rm of NFT's (non-fungible tokens). Th ks are made by a range of

s that have found technolo repre 1

ps with different agendas. Both were initiated ﬁfi:n' ears)
ng to be seen sing-over in content or notions of representation, but as a subtext

¢ the “empowering of others” purpose.

oth surfaced during the pandemic and represent opposite sides of the aesthetic rum is illuminating,
especial ¢ both are about representational rendering n the high tradition of “likeness™ whether it al
ideological/political/technological. Both carefully erase ﬁle 20th eemury tfalls and pratfalls of a un
aesthetic paradigm in exchange for the specificity of a particular group.

to a future unanticipated only a short time ago.
tor are they isolated events?

Either way, let’s be open to this confluence of topical expressions, because it is our new status quo.
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