Commentary on the
senstbility within
John Miller’s recent work




Two seemingly incongruent bodies of work, constructed simultaneously
over a period of several years.

A cumbersome rocking boat, tilted, askew, no tangible mizzen, bulwarks or

figurehead — the symbolic lady of the boat — can be deciphered. The surface
values shimmer and produce a glaring etfect, which are both pleasurable in

their ability to absorb and to repel a stare.

A single ship, or schooner, isolated in a large aquatic environment divided
in half between ocean and sky is the basic formula for constructing a mari-
time painting.

A portrait of a women seated 1n a chair is the quintessential figurative com-
position for painting.

Both subjects depict objects in space.

What make up the forms in these paintings are the riggings — the ropes,
lanyards, and turnbuckles, which are entwined and messy. These aspects of
the ship are all business. They drive the massive form through the elements.
In close-up they are lines and negative space against the sky. Getting a ship
of this type ocean ready takes considerable planning. The maritime paint-
ings 1n exhibition are not singular, but multiple, suggesting that the fleet

1s about ready to depart on a voyage for months, if not years. As we know,




ships do not sail themselves. Young men man the riggings, and they usually have beloved dear ones ashore. The woman
sitting in the chair is pensively waiting. She is the archetypal figurehead staring frontal. Her many moods are transparent
and absent. She waits, as we pace the floorboards in front of her, periodically checking her Submariner in anticipation of
news. Though the figure is painted flatly, the chair tilts forward, pouring her into our laps.

There are physically so many paintings involved in this operation, but in reality there are really only two — a close-up of
the fleet and a picture of a woman in a chair. Sometimes you need a diversity of opinion to substantiate the singularity of

an idea. The easy meta-reading would be to confuse abundance or productivity with a prolific sizing up of a single sub-
ject. But, as with most nautical fleets there is power in numbers, which is intended to send the inhabitants running in all
directions. I would merely suggest upon first sight of the fleet that your first reaction should be to “stay your ground.”







